Point-Based vs. Percentage-Based Grading Systems


What are the differences?


 Points-Based Systems 

In a points-based system, every assignment is given a point value. The final grade is determined by adding up all the points awarded in the assignments and dividing that number by the total points possible. "Weighting" of assignments is done purely through the point value of each (i.e., an assignment of 20 points is worth twice as much as an assignment of 10 points). 

Example: The total points possible in an English composition course are 1000 points. Student A earns 875 points. The final grade is 875 out of 1000. It can also be expressed as a percent: 87.5%.


 Percentage-Based Systems 

A percentage-based system groups all assignments into "categories" and then assigns a percentage-value to each category. The sum of all the categories is 100%. For example, categories could be set up as follows: 

Quizzes = 20% 
Discussions = 30% 
Research Paper = 20% 
Midterm = 10% 
Final = 20% 

Although each assignment is given a point value, the final grade is based on the weight of the category, not the total points possible. For example, even if the total number of points in Quizzes add up to 500, and the Discussion points add up to only 100, the Discussions category still contributes 10% more than the Quizzes category toward the final grade.


Do all Centennial teachers use the same system?

	No.  Different teachers have different preferences about which system to use.

How will I know which system a teacher is using?

	A teacher’s preferred system and breakdown will be found in their course syllabus.  
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