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English 9 Honors: Midterm Study Guide
Vocabulary:
Below you will find 60 potential words that may appear on your midterm; at least 50 of these will be on the actual exam. My suggestion is that you use the space below to write a quick or shortened definition that will help you remember and recognize the word if it appears on your exam. The format of vocabulary questions on your midterm will be the same that you are used to with having a word bank that you will use to fill in the blanks that correspond with definitions, synonyms and antonym matching, completing the sentence, and choosing the right word exercises.  

· Unit 1 Words: 

· Admonish 

· Brigand

· Circumspect

· Commandeer

· Cumbersome

· Dilemma

· Efface

· Muddle

· Opinionated 

· Predispose

· Relinquish 

· Spurious
· Unit 2 Words:

· Alien 

· Comely

· Erratic

· Illegible

· Jeer

· Lucrative

· Mediocre

· Proliferate

· Subjugate

· Tantalize 

· Terse

· Unflinching 
· Unit 3 Words:

· Abridge

· Altercation

· Cherubic

· Condone

· Eminent

· Exorcise

· Irate 

· Pilfer

· Semblance

· Surmount

· Trite
· Usurp 
· Unit 4 Words:

· Abscond

· Anarchy

· Arduous

· Biased
· Daunt
· Fated

· Hoodwink

· Inanimate

· Intrepid

· Pompous

· Rectify
· Revile
· Unit 5 Words:

· Arbitrary

· Catalyst

· Exodus

· Incorrigible

· Latent

· Morose
· Opaque 
· Paramount

· Prattle
· Servitude 
· Slapdash

· Stagnant
 (Familiar) Reading Passage and Comprehension Questions:

On the midterm you will see “Harlem” by Langston Hughes, followed by a series of reading comprehension questions that will ask you about various literary elements seen in the poem. My suggestion is that you read the poem carefully, and complete the SOAPSTone Chart that follows; this chart will help you to organize all of the essential information that is discussed in the poem. Since you are already familiar with this poem, the comprehension questions will assess your ability to relate your knowledge by using literary terms, which should already be familiar to you. 


“Harlem”


By: Langston Hughes



What happens to a dream deferred?



Does it dry up



Like a raisin in the sun?



Or fester like a sore— 



And then run?



Does it stink like rotten meat?



Or crust and sugar over—



Like a syrupy sweet?



Maybe it just sags



Like a heavy load.



Or does it explode?




SOAPSTone Chart
	Speaker
	(the voice that is heard in the poem)
	

	Occasion
	(the time and place/setting of the poem)
	

	Audience
	(who is it written for; who is supposed to read it?)
	

	Purpose
	(why was it written; what is its function?)
	

	Subject
	(what is it about?)
	

	Tone
	(what is emotion conveyed in or overall mood of the poem?)
	

	Miscellaneous Information
	(any other information about the poem that you may think is useful/helpful to your understanding)
	


(Unfamiliar) Reading Passage and Comprehension Questions:
On the midterm you will have several short (no more than 3 page) reading passages that will be accompanied by 5-7 comprehension questions, which will assess whether or not you actually understood what you read in each of the passages. My suggestion is that as you read through each passage, underline (or if you have a highlighter you may use that) the parts that you find to be most important. It also may help you to read the questions first, and then go back and read the passage, so that you know what type of information you are looking for. The reading passages that will appear on your midterm will be ones that have appeared on a past High School Assessment (HSA) Exam, so that you can begin to familiarize yourself with the types of passages that will reappear on that examination. 

Essay Prompts:
Below you will find 3 potential essay prompts that may appear on your midterm; 1 of these will be on the actual exam. My suggestion is that you brainstorm some notes about each prompt, so that if it reappears on your exam you are prepared to answer it. On the midterm, you will be asked to complete a brainstorming graphic organizer (which will be provided on the exam itself) and compose a response that it at least four full paragraphs. Not only is this section the most time consuming, it is also the portion that is worth the greatest amount of points. 

· Discuss the similarities and differences in the ways that racism was portrayed throughout both To Kill a Mockingbird and A Raisin in the Sun. In doing this, be sure to clearly distinguish between implicit and explicit racism, as well as provide examples of each of these types from both works. Also, be sure to fully discuss the various types of racism seen in each novel individually first, and then compare and contrast them.  
· Notes on Potential Prompt #1: 
· Discuss the similarities and differences in the ways that Atticus (from To Kill a Mockingbird) and Schlomo (from Night) treated their sons. In doing this, be sure to discuss the way that each man was described in relation to his son and various interactions between them. It may help you to focus your comparison on specific interactions between the fathers and sons, rather than general ones at first. Be sure that you discuss each man individually, before comparing and contrasting him. 
· Notes on Potential Prompt #2: 
· Discuss the similarities and differences in the ways that Walter Lee (from A Raisin in the Sun) and Elie (from Night) become men. In doing this, be sure to discuss the way each man grew and matured throughout their respected work of literature. Also, discuss how those around them perceived their transformations, and possibly how others effected these changes. Be sure that you discuss each man individually first, before comparing and contrasting them. 
· Notes on Potential Prompt #3: 
