US History Midterm Review Guide

Westward Expansion
1. What did historian Frederick Jackson Turner argue in his Frontier Thesis?

2. How did the Dawes Act impact Native American culture?

Industrialization, Immigration and Urbanization
3. Were strikes by labor unions in the late 1800’s successful?

4. Many businesses became corporations during Industrialization.  What are the advantages of corporations? 

5. What was the attitude of the Senate toward the big business trusts of the Industrial period?

6. What are the characteristics of “new immigrants”?

7. Why are the Captains of Industry associated with philanthropy?

8. Compare “old” and “new” immigration—time period, nationalities, push and pull factors.

Progressivism
9. The graduated income tax and the direct election of Senators were reforms implemented during the Progressive Movement.  What political party also supported these reforms? 

10. What law created the Civil Service Commission?  What did the law end? 

11. Who are muckrakers?  How did their work affect laws?

Imperialism
12. Why did the US promote an “open door policy” with China?
13. In what ways was Social Darwinism used to promote Imperialism?

14. How are T. Roosevelt’s “big stick policy” and Taft’s Dollar Diplomacy similar?
Advance American economic and political interests

15. What is the Platt Amendment?

16. What is meant by “walk softly and carry a big stick"?

17. According to Alfred T. Mahan, president of the Naval College, what foreign policy at the turn of the century would be promoted if America’s Navy grew? 

WWI
18. What dangers did soldiers in the trenches face?

19. How and why did Wilson’s policy toward WWI change from 1914-1917?

20. What Supreme Court established the “clear and present danger” doctrine?  What is the “clear and present danger” doctrine?

21. How was Wilson’s 14 points similar and different from the Treaty of Versailles?

22. What new technology was introduced in WWI?

23. Where was the Western Front in WWI?

24. The US did not sign the Treaty of Versailles.  Why?

25. What was the purpose of selling Liberty Loans during WWI?

26. How did WWI change the role of women?

27. What role did U-boats play in WWI?

28. Why is the Treaty of Versailles blamed for sowing the seeds of WWII?

1920’s
29. The “Back to Africa” movement was promoted by Marcus Garvey and what other organization? 

30. Who were some famous musicians, artists and writers of the Harlem Renaissance?

31. Which amendment gave women the right to vote?

32. Sojourner Truth is closely associated with other women such as Susan B. Anthony who fought for what?

33. What is the Great Migration?  What caused the Great Migration?

34. How are Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois similar and different?

35. What was the Harlem Renaissance?

36. “Return to _________” was the name for the period after WWI.  Why?

37. Describe the politics and society of America in the 1920’s.

38. Government in the 1920’s practiced laissez faire.  Explain how this policy affected businesses.

39. What problems were evident in the economy of the 1920’s?

40. What effect did mass production have on the prices of goods in the 1920’s?

41. What factors contributed to the consumer culture of the 1920’s?

42. How is the Scopes Trial an example of the conflict between traditional and modern values?
43.  Why is the flapper a symbol of the 1920’s?
  
44. What was the Red Scare?

45.  What were the Palmer Raids?

46.  What political events in the 1920’s denied civil liberties?

47.   How are massive bank failures related to the stock market crash of 1929?

48.   What did Hoover think would bring the country out of the Depression?

49.   What happened to supply and demand for farm goods in the 1920’s?  How did this affect price?

50.  What was the “noble experiment” of the 1920’s?

51.  Why did the government do little to stop the Depression when it began in 1929?
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